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WHO ARE WE?

Our vision at SAFATA is to be an institute that not only boost and

develop students internally but also externally so that wherever our

students go, there is an ongoing learning experience and a sense of

profound purpose.

We make it our mission to be the best in what we do and provide our

students with the greatest opportunities necessary for them to excel

in all aspects of performance. We endeavor to equip students with

the necessary skills required for any job within the industry, both

local and international.

SAFATA is a family… a family that we build to enhance and

develop… Each student under our wing will have the opportunity to

fly and reach for the stars while finding their inner-selves and

expanding beyond their imagination!



ACCREDITATION: All our courses are developed by International Institutions for the best results and

also provide numerous levels of International Accreditation, Certificates, Diplomas and Degrees. SAFATA

is also a registered member of the APPETD (Associations of Private Providers in Education, Training &

Development).

ARTICULATION: SAFATA has partnered up with the best institutes across the globe to offer our

students state of the art international qualifications. But these partnerships also enables our students – to

after their studies, pursue education and further studies at these institutes overseas. SAFATA then assist

with fast-tracking the applications and arrangements for studies aboard.



At SAFATA we cater for the individual needs and talents of all our students.

Our timetables are flexible and can be individualized. For example: a student may major in Filmmaking

with Singing and Musical Theatre as secondary subjects or any combination thereof.

There is constant re-evaluation of the student’s abilities and classes may be adjusted to accommodate

progress and each individual’s goals. The timetable is adjusted annually to keep abreast of the ever

increasing and changing demands of the profession. Workshops, private tuition and ‘catch-up’ classes are

also offered for certain subjects in order to maintain standards and to prepare our students for their

individual and international examinations.

We also assist and advise our students on their portfolio, show reel, finding an agent, employment and on

how to "break into the industry" etc. Students also gain practical experience on stages and film sets and

get to work with some of the best local and Hollywood actors in the industry.

Lastly, we aim to make the journey for our students memorable and occasionally arrange field trips to

studios, movie sets and offer specialized boot camps.

We give all our students PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE in real-life work environments.

WALKING AN EXTRA MILE…



Through the use of MASTERCLASS 

it enables our students to get 

exclusive and state-of-the-art 

training, mentorship and once-in-a-

lifetime TIPS from top celebrity and 

industry professionals in all fields 

of studies. 

This is done through the 

Masterclass Video Interface 

Learnership Programs which 

students have during there classes 

at SAFATA.

OPEN DOOR TO 
INDUSTRY

PROFESSIONALS



Full-Time Studies:

- Advance Diploma in Performing Arts & Music Theater

- Advance Diploma for Acting in Film & Television 

- Advance Diploma in Filmmaking 

HANDS-ON STUDIES

Part-Time Studies:

- Acting Certificate Acting for Film & Television

- Certificate in Performing Arts & Musical Theatre

- Certificate in Musical Theatre for Juniors (u/18s)

- Filmmaking Combi Course

- Modeling Course

Short Courses:

- Scriptwriting 

- Directing & Producing 

- Acting Individual Classes

- Singing Individual Classes

- Makeup Courses

- Marketing & Social Media

Special Workshops & Bootcamps

- Acting: American Accent

- Acting: How to prepare for an audition

- Camp Rock Performing Arts Bootcamp

- Filmmaking Junior Bootcamp

- Performing Arts Bootcamp

Further Studies:

- ATCL in Performing Arts

- ATCL in Musical Theatre

- ATCL In Teaching 

- LTCL in Performing Arts

- LTCL in Musical Theatre

- LTCL in Teachers





Subjects

COURSES

Performing Arts

FULL TIME

Performing Arts

PART TIME

Acting for Film & 

TV FULL TIME

Acting for Film & 

TV PART TIME

Dancing & 

Choreography
✓

Choose 1.

The other 2 can be 

added as “Addons” 

later.

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Vocal & 

Repertoire 

Training

✓
Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Musical Theatre ✓
Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Acting 

Masterclass 1 

(HM)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Acting 

Masterclass 2 (SLJ 

/ NP)

✓
Can add it in 2nd

Year
✓

Can add it in 2nd

Year

Acting for Stage ✓ ✓
Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Acting for Film & 

Television 

(Camera)

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject

Can be added as an 

“Addon” Subject
✓ ✓

Business Lifestyle ✓
Not available for 

Part Time Students
✓

Not available for 

Part Time Students



INTERNATIONAL 

ADVANCE 

DIPLOMA IN 

PERFORMING 

ARTS

The Advance Diploma in Performing Arts is a full 2 to 3-year course that enables

students that can see themselves performing on stage, on films, in front of the

camera and have a passion for the performing arts on stage which includes

Singing, Dancing, Acting, Theater Work & Musical Theater.

This qualification is presented in association with Rockschool, Trinity College of

London & LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Arts).

Subjects / Modules:

• Dancing & Choreography

• Musical Theater

• Vocal Training & Repertoire

• Acting for Stage

• Acting for Film & Television

• International Acting Masterclasses

• Business Lifestyle Management

SAFATA also ensure to provide the students with hands-on practical experience in the field with work-related

opportunities.

This Full-Time Programs will teach the students the mandatory requirements they need to pursue a career in

the performing arts, whether it be singing, dancing, stage, film or etc. With Industry Professionals and Award-

Winning Directors, Producers, International Actors, Theater Producers, Choreographers and Industry

Veterans attached to the program, students can be rest assured to receive the best training from the best

people within the industry.

Upon completion of the 2-year course, students will have an INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMA (Grade 8) in each of

the following aspects: Singing, Acting and numerous dance diploma’s and will have the overall MUSICAL

THEATRE & Productions Diploma for their studies. Students can then opt-in to study further and higher.

What Qualifications do I get?

After 2 Years – Advance Diploma in Performing Arts &

Musical Theatre on LEVEL 3 (RQF) – Equivalent to NQF 5

After 3 Years – Associate Degree in Performing Arts &

Musical Theatre on LEVEL 4 (RQF) – Equivalent to NQF 6

After 4 Years – Bachelors Honors Degree in Performing Arts

& Musical Theatre on LEVEL 5 (RQF) – Equivalent to NQF 7



INTERNATIONAL 

DIPLOMA IN 

ACTING FOR 

FILM & TV

Our Full-Time Acting Course is designed for actors who wish to pursue the art of

acting for the Camera – whether it be Film or Television. This is a full-time 2-year

course with an optional 3rd and 4th Year.

This qualification is presented in association with TRINITY COLLEGE OF LONDON

and LAMDA (London Academy of Music & Dramatic Arts)

Subjects / Modules:

Acting Masterclass, Acting for Camera, Several Acting

Techniques, Camera Work, How to Prepare for an Audition,

How to do an American Accent, Improvisation, Film Craft, and

many more…

Taught by Industry Professionals in-class, students will also be exposed through the teachings of Oscar-

Winning Actresses and Actors such as Helen Mirren, Samuel L Jackson, Natalie Portman and etc. through

our Masterclass Video Workshops integrated in-class.

Our Acting for Film and Television Full-Course is designed to teach students all the importance of acting for

camera. Students will learn unique skill sets in class and through our exclusive Masterclass collaboration

and will also be exposed to Industry Professionals who will guide students to career paths and will aid them

with the necessary tools required to pursue a successful career in Acting. Students will be exposed to TOP

producers, directors and agencies in South Africa for career opportunities and will receive Real-Life

Opportunities on actual movie sets and auditions.

Students interested in studying this course will have to contact our campus for application procedures and

requirements for the 2019 Academic Year!

After Two-Years (2) of studying, students will be granted their Grade 

8 (LEVEL 3) Diploma on the RQF which is equivalent to an NQF 5 

Advance Diploma in South Africa. Study Options for Level 4 (ATCL) 

and Level 5 (LTCL) is available.



FILM 

APPRENTICESHIP 

PROGRAM

The Ultimate 3-Year Course in FILMMAKING for the students who can see

themselves behind-the-scenes in the making of Film & Television Content…

The end-qualifications for this course is provided through our VQ Qualifications

via RSL (Rock School).

Throughout the course, students will learn all

the valuable and necessary skills of

filmmaking such as:

• Cinematography

• Directing

• Producing

• Writing

• Editing, VFX, Animation

• Lighting & Sound

Furthermore, students will have access to learn insight from INDUSTRY VETERANS such as Shonda Rhimes,

Martin Scorsese, Ron Howard, Jodie Foster and more through our video-intergraded masterclass sessions.

Our Filmmaking Course is the ultimate course for students who have a passion in Story-Telling and Content

Creation. With amazing film directors, producers, script writers and actors on board – our students will learn

filmmaking from some of the top local and international filmmakers. Students will learn the in’s and outs of

filmmaking, they will create their own content, films and tv shows whilst working on other real local and

international films, tv shows, and etc.. Over and above that – students will also be exposed to state-of-the art

studio’s, equipment, locations, traveling and will get to network with real industry practitioners.

The first year of the course falls in with our FILMMAKING COMBI course where students learn the basics in

and out and do practical learning. Thereafter, Year 2 and Year 3, students learn more in-depth training in

class and through our partnering studios and production houses.

This course is a fun, interactive and HANDS-ON course

that not only teaches students the theoretical side of

FILMMAKING as a whole but students get PRACTICAL

experiences on real film and television sets through

hands-on physical and practical training by industry

veterans.

This is why our filmmaking course is also an

apprenticeship, students physical work and DO as they

learn in the field.



CERTIFICATE IN 

MAKEUP & 

SPECIAL EFFECTS

A stand-alone 2-year course is offered to those students wanting to only pursue

the art of Makeup & Special Effects.

Subject-to-approval, our Makeup-Up & Special Effects course, is a full-time 1-Year

Course offering a Certificate in accreditation with VTCT

Subjects / Modules:

Students will learn all the basics there is to makeup and the art of it. They will learn everything from

foundation to advance makeup, beauty makeup, makeup for events, film, theater, stage, classic looks, time

periods, special effects which also includes gory and bloody makeup, special effects such as Wounds, Cuts,

Bruises, Bullet Wounds, Zombies, Prosthetics and many more.

Students will also receive real-life practical experience, Work Integrated Learnership and Internships on Real

Film Sets, Theatre Parts, Events and many more.

Presented by Award-Winning, Internationally Qualified Makeup Artists, students will have 3-4 classes a week,

with some classes also being in the evenings during certain stages. Students will also be equipped with a

state-of-the-art MAKEUP KIT included in their studies to the value of R15 000 sourced from some of the best

and top suppliers. These kits will equip students with everything they need for their studies and will take

them into their careers after studying, for years to come.

Students interested in studying this course will have to contact our campus for application procedures and

requirements for the 2020 Academic Year!

SAFATA also offers short makeup courses and bootcamps for makeup during the course of the year for

individuals. SEE OUR OTHER COURSES SECTIONS.



PART-TIME 

COURSES

The BELOW list of courses are all designed for students who wish to study part-time and that would like to

learn the necessary skills in these fields. All courses in our part-time training is also Internationally

Accredited and can offer students up to a LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA and CERTIFICATE with our governing bodies

aboard, but students have the option to go higher – should they wish. Part-Time studies could take longer to

complete the high qualifications compared to FULL TIME students but it depends from student-to-student.

All part-time training courses are minimum of 1-Year and maximum of 3-Years in duration and examinations

are overseen by TRINITY COLLEGE, ROCKSCHOOL, LAMDA and RSL.

Course Description Qualification

PERFORMING ARTS 

PART-TIME

Students wishing to learn the art of 

performing arts and musical theatre 

can opt-in for a 3-day a week 1-Year 

Course to learn the art of theatre.

Students will have an Acting 

Masterclass and can choose 3-

Major Subjects from Performing 

Arts to Major in. At the end of each 

year, students will achieve certain 

international qualifications.

ACTING FOR FILM & TELEVISION 

PART TIME

Students wishing to master the art 

of ACTING FOR FILM & TV can 

study a part-time program in Acting.

Students will have 2-3 classes a 

week which will include the main 

Acting Masterclass. Students will 

achieve numerous international 

qualifications depending on the 

length of study and end goal for 

student-to-student.

For more information about PART TIME courses and their qualifications, contact our admissions department



SHORT 

COURSES

Although not ALL our short-courses are accredited courses, they are jam-packed with all the necessary skills

and tools needed to better oneself in the relevant field of studies. These short courses and individual classes

teaches students everything they need to know to successfully pursue a career in the respective fields.

Students to receive a certificate of competency after full completion of the courses, studies or year.

These certificates aid as competency in the work place.

Course Duration

Filmmaking Combi Course 
(An introduction to Filmmaking Apprenticeship Course. Learn the basics of filmmaking, 

directing and producing with real-life practical experiences and industry masterclasses)

1-Year

Modeling Classes 

(International State-of-The-Art Weekly Classes for All Ages)

Weekly 

Private one-on-one Singing Classes

(Weekly for 45 Minutes)

Weekly

Private one-on-one Acting Classes

(Weekly for 45 Minutes)

Weekly 

Private Dance Classes / Group Dancing 

Available in Hip Hop, Jazz, Contempt, Commercial and Musical Theatre

Weekly



KIDS 

PROGRAMMES

Although SAFATA is a Higher Education College, we aim at ensuring we cater for

all markets and for that, have launched amazing part time courses which are also

open and accessible to kids (under 18) whom are still in school.

PERFORMING ARTS: 

SAFATA Offers young students the opportunity to take three different options of studying or to combine

such.

Option 1: Weekend Program. Every Saturday for 90-minutes, students under the age of 18, can join our program in

Musical Theatre and learn the art of singing, dancing & acting whilst also working on real productions and an

International Beginners Certificate in Musical Theatre and Productions on Level 1.

Option 2: Students can attend our exclusive and state-of-the-art Performing Arts Workshops and Bootcamps hosted

throughout the year. These on non-accredited and do not offer international qualifications like Option 1 and 3.

Option 3: Individual One-on-One Classes. For those students wanting a little bit extra, SAFATA offers individual

training in Singing, Acting & Dancing throughout the week individually and in groups as part of International Certificate

opportunities in those respective subjects. Classes are 30 – 45 minutes in the afternoons.

FILMMAKING: 

SAFATA also offers holiday programs for kids wanting to learn FILMMAKING

Modeling: 

SAFATA weekly classes in an intensive and exclusive state-of-the-art modeling course.



COMING

SOON

SAFATA wants to offer our students the best of the best and we want to be able to stand

out and be a well-grounded College that offers a broad range of amazing courses.

For that reason, we are also in the process of getting a few exciting courses accredited

and will be offering this soon at SAFATA !

What to look out for – coming soon!

❖ Photography Course

❖ Event Management

❖ Social Media & Marketing

❖ Fashion Styling & Designing

❖ Fashion Lifestyle

❖ Graphic Design

❖ Music Design and Producing of Music (Including Masterclasses by mentors such as Armin van Burren and more)

❖ Electronic Music, Sound Engineering & DJ – COMING SOON!

❖ Instrumental Classes on Guitar, Keys, Drums, etc.

All the above courses are subject to availability and approval of our VQ with RSL in America © .



FURTHER STUDIES 

– GETTING YOUR 

DEGREE

All of our full-time courses offer students high international qualifications with our international partnering

bodies on the RQF framework, recognized by SAQA. However after the student’s initial 2 or 3 years of studies

– they can always further their studies and qualifications by opting in for another 1-3 years of studies to

achieve the ATCL, LTCL and FTCL levels which is Equivalent to a Associate and Honors Degree …

Students will undergo vigorous training like in any other university and will have to comply with regulations

and requirements for these courses and as part of their practical –will receive teaching opportunities AT

SAFATA for the first- and second-year students.

These qualifications and requirements can be discussed with the mentors during your training. SAFATA also

assist students should they wish to take up these training at the international companies themselves by

studying aboard.

SAFATA provides all of our International Qualifications THROUGH these below governing bodies:



WHERE COULD INTERNATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS LEAD?

Trinity College London, Rock School and London Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts are international 
exam boards regulated by Ofqual (Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) in England, UK, 
and CCEA Regulation in Northern Ireland and by Qualifications Wales. These are all under the European 

Qualifications Authority, accredited as Internationally Recognized Qualifications. 

Various arrangements are in place with governmental education authorities worldwide, 

including South Africa (SAQA).

All solo and pair graded qualifications are on the Regulated Qualifications Framework (RQF) and a full set of 

the regulated titles and numbers for the solo and pair qualifications can be found here. Younger students 

can earn UCAS points through these International Exams, towards Future Tertiary Acceptance. For others, 

higher-level qualifications earned through these international examinations will be tertiary education 

qualifications.

Our graded and certificate exams offer progression towards:

· Qualifications in performing or teaching;

· Acceptance for similar fields of study at other institutions and

· Employment as a result of increased communication, presentation and teamwork skills.



SA Equivalent 

Qualifications 

SAFATA’S 

Qualifications 
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Notable Alumni

These are SOME of the projects, films, 

television series and performances that 

our students and mentors has gotten 

involved with throughout the year(s).



Notable Alumni



Student Life
No matter which program you choose, enrolling at SAFATA means that you instantly join a vibrant,

energetic and richly diverse community of Performing Arts.

SAFATA Students will not only learn and be educated by some of the TOP mentors and industry

professionals worldwide, but will furthermore also get to experience REAL LIFE opportunities and

experiences where they will experience and walk in the shoes of many great veterans.

At SAFATA we don’t just educate – we also help build a career. Here we train, assist, guide and aid the

students with what they need to actually secure work after their studies.

We celebrate multicultural atmospheres and inspire students to be better than what they were Yesterday.

SAFATA wants to make the student life as entertaining, as fun and as informative as possible. Therefore,

we offer students

- Accommodation: Although SAFATA does not offer on-site accommodation ourselves, we do have a

list of accommodation in the area which we can recommend to students from far away and abroad.

- Community Projects: Students get involved in community projects, competitions and performances,

including Charity Events, Film Festivals, Film Projects, Dance & Talent Festivals and Competitions

- Intimate & Exclusive: No matter where we are situated, how small or how big we are, there is no doubt

that each student will get the proper education and value for their money. Mentors make it their mission

to focus on each and every student and to ensure that students have that exclusivity and personal

assistance from mentors.



Affiliated Partners

Nightlight Productions is a film production

company based in South Africa that offers

the students of SAFATA real-life

opportunities and experiences on film and

television sets for local and international

content. Nightlight Productions has been

creating content since 2016, some of which

has won numerous awards locally and

internationally.

Talent Africa & Talent America is massive

Talent Competitions that recognizes talent in

performing arts and awards individuals for

their talents. These platforms also creates

opportunities for students to get scouted by

producers, directors, record labels and many

more and offers students local and

international exposure.



Nicho Barnard –Founder & CEO of SAFATA

Nicho is not only the CEO and Founder of SAFATA and serve on the

board of directors, but he is also an internationally recognized Film

Director, Producer & Writer and an award-winning Singer, Actor &

Theatre Producer.

Nicho is the youngest Show Runner in Television History who are

currently running and Executively Producing two major international

television series.

Nicho was also elected as an official Youth Ambassador for South

Africa, and was later elected as the President of the Model United

Nations of South Africa at which he will serve a 5-Year Presidential

Term in SA.

Apart from SAFATA – Nicho is also one of the Director of Nightlight

Productions. He holds numerous qualifications in the Performing Arts,

Film & Television Fields as well as Script Writing, Event Management,

Business & Health & Fitness and is the holder of a Private Pilot

License.

Nicho is the Showrunner, Director and Head-Writer for a new International TV Series called DREAMS which

is set to go into production in 2020 /2021. Dreams will be produced by Nightlights Productions. He is also

the Executive Producer, Show Runner & Creator for another International TV Series called OBSESSION

which will also be produced in 2020 / 2021. Nicho has produced numerous award-winning content over the

past 7 years. Nicho is passionate in working with youth, empowering them and building them. As an industry

profession, he travels and works on major productions on a regular basis and has worked on numerous local

and international projects and feature films.

President & Youth 

Ambassador of MUN SA ;

Award-Winning Singer, 

Actor, Film Director & 

Producer. CEO & Founder 

of SAFATA & Director of 

Nightlight Productions © 



Danielle Bennett –Director & CFO of SAFATA

Danielle Bennett is an entrepreneur and has been in the accounting

field for 19 years.

Danielle grew up in Johannesburg, South Africa. She is extremely

ambitious, hard-working and dedicated to every project she is involved

in. Danielle does not approach accounting like a normal “grey suit”

accountant, her fun and quirky ways allow her to show that accounting

can be exciting and fun.

With her daughter being in the entertainment industry, Danielle

became interested in the dealings that go on behind the camera and

curtain. With no desire to be in front of the camera or on stage,

Danielle joined the team of “DREAMS” series as one of their executive

producers with the desire to put South Africa on the entertainment

map. With juggling her career and family life, Danielle also decided

that you never too old to learn and has resumed her studies at the ripe

old age of 37. Danielle is married and has 3 children.

Danielle became a Director of the production company, WINDMILL PRODUCTIONS which was later

renamed to Nightlight Productions when one of the other directors stepped down. Danielle’s love and

passion for the arts also opted her to join the team of SAFATA when she was offered to be one of the

Director’s of the academy in 2018. She took on the role as the Chief Financial Officer and has helped grow

the academy with Barnard since 2018 towards the success it is today.

Danielle has also worked on numerous films as both Production Manager, Location Manager, Producer,

Line Producer & Executive Producer.

Professional Accountant, 

Director of Mad Accountings, 

Director & Producer of 

Nightlight Productions and 

experienced Producer, 

Production Manager & 

Line Producer.



Mentors



Admissions

At SAFATA we aim to keep our enrolment process as simple as possible. We have several ways in which 

students can enroll with SAFATA.

• Application Form

Students can obtain an application form from our admissions department. All students have to do to enter is 

to complete the application form and send it back to our admissions department with the relevant registration 

fee and documents.

Thereafter, our team will contact the applicant to setup an interview and audition date to complete the 

process. 

• Open Days 

SAFATA hosts two open days throughout the year where we invite everyone to attend and visit us. 

Unfortunately we do not take Walk in’s, so our open days are the perfect opportunity for prosper students to 

visit us and to enroll on the day! Interviews and Auditions will still be scheduled with students afterwards. 

• Talent Africa Affiliation 

Students participating in any Regional & National Talent Africa Round will automatically qualify to enroll into 

SAFATA as their participation in the Regionals & Nationals will serve as their audition. A SAFATA 

representative will be present during all Talent Africa rounds should students wish to enroll. 

• Online 

Students can enter their details online on our website and a customer service agent will contact them to do 

the application online. 



CONTACT US
For more information or to book a site visit and information session with the Director of the 

Academy, give us a call or send us an e-mail. 

Please note that we do not accept WALK-IN’S. By Appointment Only!

The Academy:

Tel: 072 973 3886

Fax: 086 683 5114

Website: www.safata.co.za

Admin Department:

Ryan Fuhr

Cell: 064 534 6723

Email: admin@safata.co.za

For admission enquiries contact our 

administrations office 

admissions@safata.co.za

Office Hours:

Mon – Fri: 09:00 – 17:00

Academic Operating Hours: 

Mon – Fri: 09:00 – 19:00

Sat: 10:00 – 14:00 (depending on classes)

Sun & Public Holidays: Closed

The Directors:

• CEO: Nicho Barnard – 072 973 3886 

director@safata.co.za

• CFO: Danielle Bennett – 082 041 2431  

danielle@safata.co.za


